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For Immediate Release

November 10, 2009
Lost Class Time

The State of Suspensions in Bridgeport Schools
Thousands of school days lost to school suspension
BRIDGEPORT, CT, 10/10/09 — Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition (BCAC) has released its latest report that documents school suspensions in Bridgeport public schools.  The report also looks at promising practices the district has implemented and makes recommendations for addressing this serious issue. 
BCAC’s report Lost Class Time: The State of Suspensions in Bridgeport Schools asks whether suspensions have a positive impact on students’ behavior.   
“Out-of-school suspensions are meant to remove disruptive or potentially dangerous students from school for serious disciplinary offenses,” said Barbara Edinberg, Acting Director.  “However, for students who don’t want to be in school, suspensions can be just the excuse they need not to come to school.  Out-of-school suspensions can lead students to become disengaged with school.  Worse, students left unsupervised while out of school can get into even more trouble.” 
The report found that in 2006-07, Bridgeport had the highest number and percent of students suspended out-of-school in the state.  Since then, the district has been closely monitoring each school’s disciplinary data and has successfully reduced out-of-school suspensions by nearly 46% in the last two years.  However, in-school suspensions have increased by 36%. 

Dr. John J. Ramos, Sr., Superintendent of Bridgeport Public Schools, said at the press conference, "School suspension is a complex challenge impacted by issues of learning and teaching, adult beliefs, student behaviors, school climate and resources.  As such, we welcome support and true collaborations from community partners such as the Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition."
Also speaking at the press conference was Hernan Illingworth, Co-chair of BCAC’s Education and Early Care Task Force.  “We applaud the district’s hard work to reduce out-of-school suspensions,” remarked Hernan. “The district has made tremendous strides in reducing the number of students who are given out-of-school suspensions. However, there is still much work to do.” 
The report found: 

· Two out of three students are being given suspensions for violations of school policy, including skipping class, insubordination and failure to attend detention. 

· There are certain groups of students who are disciplined (90% of disciplined students are suspended) in numbers disproportionate to their share of school enrollment:

· Boys were twice as likely as girls to be disciplined in 2007-08

· African American students are more than one and a half times more likely to be suspended than other students

· In 2007-08, Bridgeport students with disabilities were twice as likely to be disciplined as students without disabilities. 
· In 2007-08, students in schools with grades kindergarten - 8th grade, had a much higher rate of out-of-school and in-school suspensions (23%) than students in schools that only went up to grade 6 (8%).  The suspension rate at the high schools was 29%.

· There was a wide variation in suspension rates among schools, from a low of 4% to a high of 39%. 

· More than half of Bridgeport students received more than one suspension; 33% of students received 2-3 suspensions and 39% received four or more suspensions in 2007-08.

· There is a high rate of suspensions in 8th grade and 9th grade. In 2007-08, the number of suspensions among 8th graders exceeded the total student enrollment for the grade because of multiple suspensions of the same students.  
· Suspensions are being given to students in younger grades, kindergarten through 3rd grade. Suspensions per 100 students in grades K-3 at one school (136 suspensions per 100 students) was higher than the rate per 100 9th grade students at one of the high schools (118 suspensions per 100 students).

The report also highlights promising practices the district is undertaking to reduce suspensions. These practices include: 

· Establishing a goal of reducing both the number of students suspended and the number of out-of-school suspensions by 15% by the end of the 2010-11 school year.

· Increasing monthly monitoring of suspensions and expulsions at each school.
· Revising the Code of Conduct to include a continuum of disciplinary consequences that do not exclude students from class and can be used as alternatives to in-school and out-of-school suspensions. 

· Expanding Positive Behavioral Supports (PBS), a proven program for preventing and responding to discipline problems, to most schools in the district.
· Providing professional development to teachers, and training programs for school resource officers, to help schools deal with crisis prevention and develop strategies for de-escalating disciplinary challenges.

Funding for this report came from the Anne S. Richardson Fund.  

This report follows another education report, Five Bridgeport Schools Rise to the Challenge, issued one year ago.  That report honored five schools which overcame tremendous hurdles to achieve significant progress in academic achievement. 

The Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition is a coalition of organizations, parents, and concerned individuals committed to improving the well-being of Bridgeport’s children through research, advocacy, community education and mobilization.  The Education and Early Care Task Force has worked for years to publicize and address inequities in state funding for education distributed to Connecticut’s cities and towns. 
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