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Press Release
BRIDGEPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS ANNOUNCES REDUCTION IN SUSPENSION RATES 
On behalf of our community, students, parents, teachers and administrators, Bridgeport Public Schools would like to acknowledge that we are moving in the right direction as we take on the complex and challenging realities of our school suspension rates.  As such, we welcome the support and collaboration of our community partner BCAC.  We would like to take the release of their “Lost Class Time” report as an opportunity to assist us with this challenge and accelerate our work on behalf of children and youth in our city.  Our District Strategic Plan, developed with our supporting community, focuses on high academic expectations and successful lives for our students and is supported by a District Improvement Plan.  The goal of the District’s Improvement Plan is to enhance learning and teaching as well as to provide multi-tiered social emotional supports to students by focusing on the actions of adults, (teaching) while preparing children and youth to make healthy decisions (learning).  For the past six years, the delivery of social emotional supports has been provided within the framework of Positive Behavioral Supports (PBS). PBS is a systems approach to preventing and responding to classroom and school discipline problems.  The district -wide implementation of PBS is on-going and has allowed us to make significant progress in our understanding of school climate.
It is our belief that these efforts will continue to reduce the number of students suspended every year. 
This progress and work is informed by the following data, supplemental to BCAC’s report: 

· The total number of out of school suspension incidents decreased by 16% in 2008-2009 compared to the previous year and decreased by more than 40% since 2006-07.

· There were 515 fewer students suspended out of school in 2008-2009 than in 2007-2008 and close to 2,000 less in 2006-2007.

· The number of students identified with special needs who were suspended out of school decreased an additional 7% in 2008-2009 and 234 students less since 2006-2007.
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· The number of students expelled in 2008-2009 has decreased more than 40% since 2006-2007.
· The alternatives to out of school suspension such as:  in school suspension, conferences and peer mediation has increased by more than 50% since 2006-2007.
· The number of out of school suspensions in high school decreased by 21.3% in 2008-2009 and our largest high school had a 70% decrease.

· The number of students who were suspended out of school for skipping class has decreased by close to 50% in 2008-2009.

While this information demonstrates significant positive trends in reducing suspensions, the 2008-2009 number of suspensions (6,372) is still unacceptable to us and shows that we have further work to do. 

In addition to these efforts, back in September the Bridgeport Public Schools updated , adopted and disseminated our new Student Code of Conduct in collaboration with parent leaders and members of our supporting community. This work resulted in a revised code that is more closely aligned with district social emotional supports and the developmental needs of children and youth.  This document will be used as a significant tool for teaching and learning, acceptable behaviors and healthy decision making by our students. 
As we continue this work we are confident that the partnership of students, families, staff and community organizations will be the key to ensure continued success
